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  Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 1 

Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 2 

77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 3 

Minutes of December 2, 2021 4 

Approved 1/13/22 5 

 6 

 Members Present: Barbara Saunders (Chair), Erik Remsen, Chris Robbins and Lucy Schumer  

Members Absent: Todd Desabrais, Sam Ostrow, Angela Cobrin-Landis 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray 

Others Present: Middlebury residents Ruth Sproull, Barb Wood, and Dave Giuliani (12:36); 
Conservation Commission members Andrew L’Roe, Jeff Howarth, Charlotte 
Tate, Carol Harden, Amy Sheldon and Molly Saunders; Middlebury College 
representatives David Provost, Sue Ritter and Matt Curran. 

This was a hybrid meeting with some participants attending in person and others by Zoom 7 

 8 

1. Call to Order- Barbara opened the meeting at 12:05.  The meeting began with a 9 

roundtable meet and greet between Planning Commission and Conservation Commission 10 

members while participants waited for Dave Provost to arrive from another meeting.   11 

 12 

2. College Presentation and Discussion 13 

12:20 – David Provost discussed current and future projects planned for the college 14 

campus, including the recently approved (DRB) first-year residence hall.  Future projects 15 

still in early planning phases are a new 1200 seat dining hall and student center across 16 

from Mead Chapel and a possible new Art Museum on the same quad as the new first-17 

year residence hall. 18 

 19 

David outlined his top priorities for what he thinks the community needs:  broadband, 20 

child care and affordable housing.  He believes that progress in these areas will contribute 21 

to a stronger local economy and community vitality.  He believes the reason these lands 22 

were originally acquired might not be reasons for continuing to hold them, now that the 23 

community has these needs.  He was pleased that he has made progress in terms of 24 

convincing decision makers at Middlebury College that they should be working with 25 

developers to use the college’s land holdings for projects in the priority subject areas he 26 

has defined.  This would likely involve selling College property to developers, as they 27 

would not be developing the projects themselves. 28 

 29 

Barbara asked about student off campus housing.  Dave and Matt profiled the number of 30 

students they have now and anticipate in the future and where they are.  COVID caused a 31 

temporary spike in numbers, but it is still their intention to limit the number of students 32 

living off campus in the future. 33 

 34 

Jennifer asked to circle back to the subject of disposition of the college’s off-campus land 35 

holdings.  She pointed out that we may not have a complete picture of why these lands 36 

were originally acquired.  David referenced the lands acquired for the former Middlebury 37 

Bypass project, but Jennifer thinks there are likely other historical reasons lands were 38 
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acquired as well, such as natural resources value and the ability to create a conservation 39 

buffer around the campus.  She stated that we need to evaluate these lands not only for 40 

their development potential but also for their conservation and natural resource value.  41 

She introduced Jeff Howarth, who is working on a tool for assisting with this.   42 

 43 

Jeff Howarth summarized the process he, the Conservation Commission and his 44 

Conservation Planning class have been undertaking to produce a Middlebury 45 

Conservation Plan.  They should have a draft ready for presenting in January and 46 

Middlebury College representatives are invited to attend and discuss.  Jennifer would like 47 

to continue developing the idea presented at their last joint meeting and at the time the 48 

last Middlebury College Master Plan was approved, for planning and college 49 

representatives to look at the off-campus landholdings and discuss appropriate uses.  50 

David says they have already been doing this using the existing zoning map.  Jennifer feels 51 

this should be a broader conversation, especially with zoning map changes in the works 52 

and now that the possibility of the college selling to developers is becoming more of a 53 

reality.  She suggests that the conservation perspective is another important lens to look 54 

at these questions through and believes the Conservation Plan and conservation 55 

commission will be helpful for doing this.   56 

 57 

The College is looking for the PC to weigh-in on land in Middlebury that would be suitable 58 

for housing development.  They are interested in building housing for all income levels, 59 

not just college faculty.  David said they had started to look at the town zoning map, but 60 

the Planning Commission recommends waiting for us to rezone, because we are expecting 61 

the new zoning will promote increased density in certain areas.   62 

  63 

3. Adjournment:  Meeting concluded at 1:30 PM. 64 

 65 

Submitted by:  Jennifer Murray  66 


